FAIRY TALE SEW-ALONG
FINISHING INSTRUCTIONS

The Red Boot Quilt Company

What you Will Need to Finish the Quilt
Approx. finished size 60 1/2in x 78 1/2in (based on my trimmed blocks).








70cm (3/4 yard) of complimentary fabric for the sashing strips (Option A).
50cm (5/8 yard) total of assorted fabrics for the sashing strips, plus
20cm (6in) of fabric for the side borders (Option B).
1.35m (1 3/8 yards) of pink-on-pink or pink print fabric for the final border and binding.
A piece of wadding (batting) measuring at least 66 1/2in x 84 1/2in (adjust if necessary).
4.3m (4 3/4 yards) of 42in wide complimentary backing fabric (adjust if necessary).

Hello lovelies, the year has gone so quickly and our Fairytale Sew-Along has come to an end. Please read the full set of
instructions before you begin. I trimmed the height of my blocks to 11 1/2in midway through the quilt—some of you
have trimmed them to that measurement and some of you have left them at the 12 1/2in measurement. This will change
the length of the quilt, adjust backing fabric and wadding (batting) requirements where necessary.
I’m not giving you the instructions for my pieced sashing strips, they are too difficult to write the instructions for.
Quite simply and honestly I messed up. I couldn’t buy fabric supplies and I lost track of what I was doing during Covid
restrictions and lockdowns. You are more than welcome to work it out for yourself though—start with (150) 1 1/2in x
3 3/7in strips.
Let’s get this quilt finished!
1.

Use Diagram 1 as a guide to fuse a butterfly and a small fairy to Row 1, overlapping the seams where necessary.
Stitch as before.
Diagram 1 ▼

2.

Use Diagram 2 as a guide to fuse (2) small fairies to Row 2, overlapping the seams where necessary.
Stitch as before.
Diagram 2 ▼

3.

Use Diagram 3 as a guide to fuse flames (to the nest) and hearts to Row 4, overlapping the seams where necessary.
Stitch as before.
Diagram 3 ▼

4.

Press the (4) completed rows well. Measure the width of each row through the centre and take note of the
measurements. The best way to sew a row quilt together is to make sure the rows all measure approx. the same
width. You really don’t want more than 1/8in difference in size.
Once you have measured your rows find the row with the smallest width. Trim the other (3) rows evenly on both
sides to match that measurement. Once you have done that, set them aside. Don’t worry too much if the seams
don’t align. In the grand scheme of things, unless you’re entering a competition it doesn’t matter if they aren’t
perfect.

5.

Next we’ll need all those heart, flower, and star blocks. Give them a press too. This is where the fun begins, please
refer to the Diagrams throughout.

6.

Use the photograph and Diagram 4 as a guide to lay out the heart, flower, and star blocks in (5) rows of (15)
blocks. Sew the blocks together end to end using 1/4in seams to make (5) separate rows. Press gently.

7.

Now you will want your heart and star rows to measure the same width as the bigger applique rows. Check their
width. If they are too long or too short simply unpick every third seam and either sew the seam wider or narrower
until you get the correct length. It’s a pain in the toosh but this is something you should do with all quilts if the
rows don’t measure the same width. Once all that is done, press again, then set them aside.
Diagram 4 ▼
◄ Make (3) rows.

◄ Make (2) rows.

8.

You have two options with the sashing strips (a) plain, unpieced, or
(b) the original 1 1/2in x 10 1/2in strips.
Let’s begin!

Option A - plain, unpieced sashing strips
9.

Cut (16) strips 1 1/2in x WOF from the fabric you
have chosen for the sashing strips.

10.

Sew the strips together end to end using diagonal
seams. Trim the seams to 1/4in and press them
open.

11.

Measure the width of the rows and cut (10) strips
to this length. Use Diagram 5 ► as a guide to
place the strips between the rows. When you are
happy with the placement of the rows and sashing
strips, pin and then sew them together, carefully
matching the edges, to make the centre of the
quilt.

12.

Measure the length of the quilt through the centre
and cut (2) strips from the remaining fabric to this
length. Pin and then sew them to the left and righthand sides of the quilt. Press.
Continue to step 18 to finish.

Option B - 1 1/2in x 10 1/2in sashing strips
13.

Cut (50) 1 1/2in x 10 1/2in strips from the fabrics you have chosen.

14.

Sew (5) strips together end to end using 1/4in seams to make a long row. Press the seams in the direction that
will allow them to butt together with the rows of the quilt. Don’t worry if they don’t align perfectly. Adjust the
length if necessary in the same way as before. Repeat to make (10) separate strips.
Diagram 6 ▼

15.

Use Diagram 7 as a guide to place the strips between the rows. When you are happy with the placement of the rows
and sashing strips, pin and then sew them together, carefully matching the seams, to make the centre of the quilt.

16.

Cut (4) strips 1 1/2in x WOF from the fabric you have chosen for the side sashing strips.
Sew the strips together end to end using diagonal seams. Trim the seams to 1/4in and press them open.

17.

Measure the length of the quilt through the centre and cut (2) strips to this length. Pin and then sew them to the
left and right-hand sides of the quilt. Press.
Diagram 7 ►

Finishing
18.

Cut (7) strips, 4 1/2in x WOF from the pink-on-pink print fabric for the borders.
Sew the strips together end to end using diagonal seams. Trim the seams to 1/4in and press them open.

19.

Measure the width of the quilt through the centre and cut (2) strips to this length. Pin and then sew them to the
top and bottom of the quilt. Press the seams towards the border.

20.

Measure the length of the quilt through the centre and cut (2) strips to this length. Pin and then sew them to the left
and right-hand sides of the quilt. Press the seams towards the border.

21.

Cut (2) pieces approximately 84 1/2in long from the backing fabric. Adjust length if necessary. Remove the
selvedge.
Sew the (2) pieces of backing fabric together along the long edges. Press the seams open, then trim to make a
piece measuring approx. 66 1/2in x 84 1/2in. Adjust the length where necessary.

22.

Press the quilt top well. Layer the backing, wadding (batting) and quilt top, then baste them together using your
favourite method. Start quilting from the centre and work your way out to the edges until finished.

23.

Optional: Sew buttons to the character’s faces for eyes where indicated on the pattern template. Sew the buttons
in place through all thicknesses of the quilt using strong thread. Knot securely.

24.

Cut (8) strips, 2 1/4in x WOF from the pink-on-pink print fabric for the binding.
Sew the binding strips together end to end using diagonal seams. Trim the seams to 1/4in and press them open.
Fold the binding strip in half lengthwise, wrong sides facing, and press well.
Use your favourite method to sew the binding to the quilt, then label and date your quilt to finish.
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Flames for Dragon Nest.

Fairies
Embroider the facial features using contrasting thread.
French Knots for the eyes, backstitch for the mouth.

Hearts for Dragon Row.
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